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*In the Shadow of Legends
- Sujata Sankranti,
Rupa Publications India Pvt. Ltd..
New Delhi
Pages- 275, Rs. 195/-

Sujata Sankranti's debut novel “In the
Shadow of Legends” is an explicit
exposition of the soul of two ideologies-

ojgau"co)ceag'aomceao

*A Tale of Two Cultures

— Sreejalakshmi.S

those of Indian and Russian. Itis a story of
the fortitude of Swati, one among the four
children of the Shastris in a small town
named Kattuvalli in Kerala. Shastri, the
hardcore Gandhian’s admiration for his
icon’s ideals was evergreen. References
to the last prayer meeting of Gandhiji and
the Padayatra he shared with the great
Vinobaji are all exemplars of the author’s
insight into the contemporary Indian
scenario. The richness of India’s cultural
heritage with particular reference to the
orthodox Kerala society is admirably
penned by the novelist.

Every nuance of the evil designs that
pass through a human mind as depicted in
the character of Vishnu maama, (who
marries Mandakini, his niece, eyeing on
her wealth), Anjaneya Shastri (who
molests Gaurikutty) and Janardan (who
axed Vishnu to death), illustrates the
novelist's multidimensional perspective of
the existential ideas. Simultaneously, the
novelist has also been successful in
convincingly portraying the intrinsic and
highly relational knots binding the Shastri

AU (MMUEMBU30

family members.

The statement “Unfortunately, life defies
logic” seems to be the inherent philosophy
of the novel. All the male members of the
Shastri clan are axed to death in a terrorist
attack. Mini (short for Mrinalini), the eldest
daughter of Shastri, and one of the twins,
leaves the house on her own. Manda (short
for Mandakini), Mini’s twin sister, who is
pole apart from Mini in her character and
behaviour, is left with her daughter Pavani
who is mentally weak.

Itis towards the end of the first part that
the story takes a turn. Janardan is enrolled
by Rameshan as a new recruitin a scouting
squad. Rameshan wins over Janardan to
the network of injustice for injustice.

Separate chapters have been devoted
to characters like Bharati teacher, Janardan,
Swati, Manda, Anandan and Misha who
play a vital role in the story. The indepth
knowledge and interest of the novelist in
almost all genres of literature and culture
are evident from her apt references to
Changampuzha, Gandhiji, Marx, Angels,
Dickens, Hardy, Tolstoy, “Cindrella”, “Little
Red RidingHood", “Vishu", “Onam” and
“Ganesh Chathurthi”.

Itis in the second part that the story
shifts to Russia. Swati flees to Russia in
her pursuit of higher studies. There she
meets Misha who gives her first skiing
lessons.
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The third part of the novel gives an
elaborate view of the cultural heritage of
Russia through Misha, his mother Irena
and his Babushka ie., grandmother. What
is all the more striking is the picturisation of
parallel stories through Swati which fortifies
the statement- “Human nature is the same,
whether itis in the Indian sub-continent or
in European Russia”. The depiction of the
activity of skiing and the ceremony of
marriage in Russia is an excellent example
of the author’s power of keen observation
and attention to minute details. Since this
partis rather elaborate and descriptive, the
reader may sometimes deviate from the
rhythm of reading.

The chapter “White Nights” is highly
romantic- the Midnight Sun has sanctified
and blessed the love of Swati and Misha
and they experience an exquisite moment
of bliss. This memorable moment, in
Swati's case, is good enough for a life
time.

The novel ends in the shadow of
legends, with Swati planning to move to
Lakshadweep with Pavani and Misha,
(Pavani's son).

The subtle sense of suspense suitably
moulded into every chapter, helps to keep
alive the reader's interest. For the literary
enthusiast, reading of this novel will be an
enlightening and enriching experience.
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BOX No. 461

BOX No. 458

Kshatriya girl, 25Yrs, (14-4-1986 1161 Medam 1) B.Tech
(Computer? presently working in a private firm seeks alliance

from parents of Engineers or other well settled professionals.

Kshatriya (Samantha) girl, aged 25, (DOB 02-06-1986, Star
Uthrattathi), MA (Sociology) with good academic records, now
preparing for NET, invites suitable alliance from parents of
educated and employed kshatriya/Samantha youths. Mother
from Zamorine Family. Kindly contact with Horoscope Contact
Phone 04712372506/09447520585.

BOX No. 462
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BOX No. 459

SO @QIOf 25 QI ° (1-12-1986) @OTYo M&i@o. M.SC.
IBWOnSEEMIBESl 55° oW@o 45Kg.Wt @Il altmse 083
©35306N10000. @A HIEAOMZB HSIFO@o. NINYIAIE @IAMVo.
BRMIBWILR (EOW S(@IQ WINI8IHS EELmISSInd allomgo
MOMBENI MaGlMo GRHELID2AMSE Geienslengam.

Kshatriya girl, 26 Yrs, Punartham Star, Height 142 cm, Doing
Final year Post Graduation in Audiology and speech language at
Manipal. Seeks proposals from parents of Kshethriya Youth,
along with biodata.
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BOX No. 460
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amg Ph:0496— 2640132,9349731510 Email: kudayavarma@gmail.com
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BOX No. 463
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