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Sanskrit - Its Power and Glory

Avround 5" century B.C. the
celebrated author Panini made a
systematic study of the above
and put them together into
a single system of grammar.
His famous work known a
Astadhyayi has been universally
acclaimed as the first and
foremost specimen of Descriptive
grammar that stood the test of
time through the ages. It is the
greatest manifestation of human
intelligence. During the 1000 years
that followed, a great deal of
fervent grammatical research
took place and culminated in the
seminal work, Vakyapadiya by
Bhartrhari in the 5th century A.D.
that laid the foundations for
modern Information Theory.
Not much significant work in this
area was done until the 16"
century when Konda Bhatta’s
Vaiyakaranabhusanasara
appeared. This was the beginning
of a new generation of gra
mmarians who not only elucidated
but tried to improve upon Panini’s
work. The 18th century gra
mmarian NageSa Bhatta stands
at the end of a long tradition
of investigation. His work
Vaiyakarana-siddhanta-mafjiisa
is a masterpiece on Sanskrit
grammar. Perhaps the advent of
the British rule in India and the
introduction of western methods
of language analysis might have
slowed down the pace of research

Dr. K.P. Rajappan

work on the traditional lines.
However, there has been a
renewed interest recently; at least
a serious attempt to interpret the
work of earlier grammarians on
modern lines. This is in connection
with the application of these in
Artificial Intelligence used in
modern super computers.

The achievements reflected in
Sankrit literature cover all the
fields of art and creative
sensibility. The Kamika Agama,
Vastu Tantra, Silpasastrasa
ngraha and Manasara give
detailed notes on architecture.
Town planning, laying out the
gardens, constructing market
places, roads, bridges, tanks and
drainage are all dealt with in
minute technical detail. The
architect is advised to take note
of atmospheric condition, the
nature of the soil and the gradient
of the terrain.

Equally great is the contri
bution in sculpture. Mohanjodaro,
Bhrhut Elephanta, and the
Nataraja of Chidambaram are
monuments to the Indian aesthe
tics and symbolism and the art
of carving. Ajanta and Ellora and
the Rajput miniatures are too well-
known to require enumeration.

In the field of music there is
a rich collection of Sanskrit
texts. The foundations of the
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musical tradition was laid in
Samaveda. Bharata’s Natya
Sastra, Narada’s Sangita
Makaranda, Sarangdeva’s
Sangita Ratnavali, are classical
texts that continue to inspire the
musicologists. The time-
sequence as developed in the 72
melakartas is a challenge to
western musicologists even
today.

Thus it will be seen that
Sanskrit literature left untouched
no aspect of human activity, and
touched nothing that it did not
adorn. Even the brief bird’s eye-
view we have attempted in this
survey of the achievements of
Sanskrit must convince us that
the potentialities of the language
are immense, and fully adequate
to meet the demands of the
modern age. It has been claimed
by top researchers in electronics
that for programming the
computers no language serves so
well as Devanagari. Progra
mming requires ingenious
manipulation of symbol and the
genius of Sanskrit fits the bill
marvellously. The computer
language is a universal language
over-riding national boundaries
and it follows that it is the
universalism of the approach of
Sanskrit that enables it to meet
the requirements of the insatiable
computer. It is not parochial
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patriotism but scientific veracity
that acclaims Sanskrit as the
most acceptable language for the
most advanced scientific
technology.

Science grows through the
proliferation of new ideas,
and Sanskrit with its quality of
Dhvani, helps enormously in the
efflorescence of new concepts.
The refinements of Sanskrit make
for the projection of the subtlest
notion. In the frontiers of science,
the pioneers can do better with a
little Sanskrit training. Some of our
top nuclear scientists like Homi
Babha, Vikram Sarabhai and Raja
Ramanna have publicly ack
nowledged the debt they owe to
Sanskrit training for their
cerebration.

2201800 MBBU @)SBa.......

Nevertheless let us not
discard the English language. If
India has been able to produce
many giants in the scientific and
technical field today, the credit
must go to English which is
factually a window on the world.
If English is supplemented by
Sanskrit in the educational
pattern, the dividend will be much
richer.

In the West they talk of two
cultures - Science and Humanity,
and the two branches of
knowledge are oriented in
different directions. Sanskrit
makes no distinction between
science and art. Everything for it
is science laced with art. It is so
daring that no field of thinking and
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doing is vetoed by it. It may be
of interest to know that there are
texts on the science and art of
thieving! It is a fine psy cho
logical analysis of the mind of the
professional criminal.

Finally, it is not accident that
National Aeronautic and Space
Administration (NASA), the most
advanced Research Centre in the
U.S.A., has acknowledged that
Sanskrit is the most perfect
language for computer progra
mming. It is indeed remarkable
that the ancient Sanskrit texts
with their spacious imagination,
their deep insight and spirit of
exploration etc., make the world’s
most ancient books in Sanskrit
most modern. ®
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Travelogue

ANGKOR WAT AND THE SURYAVARMANS
OF CAMBODIA - Dr. Lakshmi Raghunandan

History reveals that the ancient Indian Culture, especially idol worship, agriculture, trade etc. were very much
in vogue in many Asian countries. Susprising similarities between Angkor wat and Travancore give scope for further
research in this area. National Geographic published an article several years ago claiming that the Travancore had
Rovyal Family was a branch of the 'Suryavarman’ dynasty. Dr. Lakshmi Raghunandan, grand daughter of the late
Maharani Sethu Lakshmi Bayi (Regent) tells us some interesting stories after her recent visit to Combodia, Vietnam
and Hongkong. We are publishing this Travelogue in two issues of Kshatra Sandesam.

Q?\ngkor Wat had always
held a fascination for me, so when
an opportunity came to visit
Cambodia, Viet Nam and Hong
Kong, last month, | jumped at the
chance.We arrived at Siem Reap
on a cloudy day. The previous
week had withessed a cyclone that
had flooded and devastated many
areas, so the gathering clouds
threatening heavy rain, was a
source of some anxiety. However,
by the time we reached Angkor
Wat by car, the clouds had rolled
away and a glorious rainbow
spread itself right over the five
gopuras of the temple, seemingly
inviting us in.

The temple itself sprawled
across a vast area, and was
surrounded by a wide moat. As
we walked across the causeway
that spanned the moat, | noticed
that two, huge, many headed
serpents or Ananthas, topped the
balustrade flanking both sides.
Our guide told us, that this signified
that the temple was that of Vishnu.
It had originally been the temple
of Sree Ananthapadmanabha, but
subsequently it became a
Theravada Buddhist monastery,

D (OHAVEA3 U0 o

and the
destroyed. As a Buddhist mona
stery it also had stupas where the
chief monk was buried, thus
accounting for the discovery of a
skeleton, when excavations were
made later. Once across the moat,
there were several steps we had
to climb, cutting across long
pillared corridors on either side.
One wall of the corridor had the
world's largest bas relief showing
the Mahabharatha war, carved in
intricate detail. More steps
towered above us in a steep

e
incline. At the top was the inner
courtyard surrounding the main
gopura. This gopura also had
many steps rising almost
vertically to the top, where lay the
inner sanctum sanctorum, but
these steps were closed to the
public, as restoration work was in
progress. Apparently, these steep
steps symbolized the ascent of
Mount Meru, the abode of the
Gods. The temple itself was built
of enormous laterite bricks and
slabs of stone transported all the
way from a range of hills that lie
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far away. Originally, there were
four smaller gopuras at the four
corners of the outer courtyard,
and three gopuras inside, all
covered with gold. Carvings of
Apsaras on the walls, and
intricate patterns on the lintels,
showed close similarity to many
temples in South India. Vandalism
and ruin had left many a stone
carving, or piece of lintel,
scattered over the courtyard,
sometimes pre cariously perched
one on top of the other, making it
difficult to walk around. But the
glory that was once Angkor could
not be hidden.

Who were the kings who
ruled this country and built
temples like Angkor Wat, Bayon,
Preah Khan, Ta Prohm, Bantei
Srei and many more, which are
still being discovered? Why were
there curious similarities to South
Indian temples, beliefs and
practices? Evidences of contact
with South India are obvious in
the stone statuary, and Sanskrit
inscriptions on stone slabs, on

display at the Museum in Phnom
Penh. Stone slabs with old Khmer
inscription on them show a
similarity of lettering to all four
South Indian languages. But my
interest was on the Kings of this
great dynasty, who bore names
similar to ours, and who built the
temple of Anantha padmanabha.
What was left of the Anantha
padmanabha statue, namely the
head, part of the upper torso, and
two right hands of the idol, one
apparently supporting the head,
and the other, intended to hold the
Sree Chakra, is exhibited on a
dais. As is evident, the reclining
figure itself was not flat with the
face upturned, as it is in the Sri
Anantha Padmanabha Swamy
temple in Trivandrum, but lying on
one side with the face towards the
devotees. There's nothing more to
identify the statue, except the
nameplate beneath. On the wall
next to this exhibit is a frieze
taken from inside the temple,
showing the entire posture of the
reclining Maha Vishnu, but again,

2009 636> 8So6NIAB - aAulavoeniad

the face has been destroyed by
vandals. However, we can
assume that this represents the
original form, as it was, many
hundreds of years ago, and the
posture is as mentioned above,
namely, the deity lying on one
side, on Anantha, while
Mahalakshmi sits at the feet.
Similar friezes are on display at
the Cham Museum in Vietnam, so
evidently at one time the Chams,
or Hindus who lived there,
worshipped this form of Maha
Vishnu. (Cont....Next Issue)
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BOX No. 403

MI200 SAOIQ QIUON 24 QW ° 2-5-1985 (1160 82S019)
8o meg(@o. MSc. B.Ed. Physics. @6 meands@2id
(alanaflmd) ERMICWILYEIV SH(OIQ,/MIAM0 WIUISNBIOS
ROUSA0MIGHEIOE Mmoo RIOGEHI0E Malo @RYELIIM
S0 Oo6TEa3mM3. BaIISM Mo. 403. 8and6Nd: 04602-258191.

BOX No. 407

A0 WO 23 AW (18- 03-1986) 2&:WIG0 MOH
(0.165 0.2, oprdlmIRdos) W6, BMIOfoUOA
oMEMIVE. ERMIEWILYIW AllaaNIERIIM Bi6m]
21301883(N3.

@ el
6(%'5 w | ey | ®
04 (©ane -
_ 2 @) ol
BOX No. 404
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BOX No. 408

Kshatriya girl 23 Yrs. (1-3-1986) Visakhom Nakshathram
160 cm. White Complexion MBBS final year. Prefer MBBS

Doctors or well-employed professionals. Please respond to
Box. No. 408
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BOX No. 411

BOX No. 405

(0O 3ao), MSc. (adelo &I0016) 803 M3)
23 A . 158 6.2 alleiele Mew|Oo.
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Kshatriya girl 25 Yrs. (21-10-1984 - 1160 Thulam5) Pooram
Nakshathram. M. Arch (Masters degree in Architecture)
please respond to Box. No. 411with biodata & horoscope
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BOX No. 412

BOX No. 415

o900 Qo) 23 A . (16-10-1986 1162, &mil 30)
DO MBH(@o 154cm. 50 Kg. Wt. M.Sc. Bio-Technology.
803 MVEaNIRE! l0lEN3MMN3. ERMIEWILYRIVW GHU(OW WINISE
8165 EAASO0MILHEST Ml WO &E3A MaflMo @RELND
oM@ SHemlengm;3.

SO0 WIUEN 23 Y °. 2380 MEH(@o. 1590M. 1. ablmi
cWIHONIIQY, ERMIEWIRYRIV VINISHBINS 20Maf0ISHSI
mlmge alaanIeenalm GUMIWENmM]. CenIIG M Mo. 415
8aNJ6NG : 9495974506
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BOX No. 413 BOX No. 400

Kshatriya girl 23Yrs. (18.1.1987) Makom Nakshathram
155cm. B.Sc. Physics Officer in a reputed financial institution.
Proposals alongwith biodata and horoscope invited from
parents of suitable Kshatriya Boys. Box No. 413
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BOX No. 414

BOX No. 401

Kshatriya girl (27-12-1987) Uthrattathi Star, 158 cm, B. Tech,
working ina Iead!n%software company. Proposals invited
from Barents of eligible kshathriya/samantha 0%/3. Box No.
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BOX No. 402

MI200 S(O1Q @A’ 32 A ° (24-9-1977) GRAfS0
M&(Oo. BSC. B.Ed. (Maths) &§i@l@ «poianu’ mieigla
@RRLPAISM. DHSOMEo &3S3o6Nlo. BB} MENIBAM, BR3 MEaNI
3@ (alaadlo). ERMIELIRIEIV HH(OIQ),/MIA GH(OIQ I
MH8305 AEAGOOMINESI Mlmge GRHELIAMED O Ln]
(M3. GENIIGM Mo. 402.
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BOX No. 410

Kshatriya Youth 29 Yrs. (1-11-1980 -1156 mgei. 26) Moolam
Star 168 cm. B.com, doing MBA. Asst. Sales Manager in a
reputed Insurance Company only one sister (married)
Requirements: Fair good looking Kshatriya girl, Minimom
degree, between 21-25 Yrs. Please respond to Box. No. 410.
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BOX No. 406

BOX No. 416

SO Q3NN 27 AQ ° (aljWo) 11-10-1982. aPBBMIW
dlo® Al €Ml apm@edlmiwd allesee ERMIEWILY20 Al
026EN2IM SREM]9J3B16TE93M3.EMIST Mo. 406.
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m
@3 ggﬂg » | d;aa
o3 sm? m|  (©an0dlel . ;'
o @)
ol o0 |- mm@]

©0R6E1HSR® 2 200 18 Al 45 MIY1H

BOX No. 409

Kshatriya Youth 27 Yrs. (29-5-1982) Makom Star. 169 cm.
M.Tech. (Computer science - I.I1.T. Kanpur) Software
Engineer. Working in Hyderabad monthly salary
Rs. 1,00,000/- Prefer employed professionals/ Technically
qualified from reputed institution. Box. No. 409.
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BOX No. 417

SO0 @ANAF30 AL . (20-11-1979) GRIY0 MEH(0.179
6m.21. B.Com, C.A. Inter. 62160MUIM 6nlan3E)S&MMIWI G
MIMwAd 00.0mMH@ EeMalq). ERMICLIREIV BH(OIW
WUONBBI05 REASAOMISHID MITMVOHSIS CAISM Mo. 417.
€a0d: 04931-220742/9895043979.
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