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Nagarjuna - the great alchemist

gven before Indus Valley
Civilization, i.e. morethan 3000 years
B.C., afair knowledge of Chemistry
and Metallurgy existedinIndia. This
is evident from various objects
found during excavation such as
coloured pottery beads, bricks,
cement, copper & bronze house-
hold utensils, silver and gold
jewellery etc. Later on, Ayurveda
system of medicine was devel oped
and this led to the preparation of
Herbal drugs. By 8" century A.D,
metallic compounds entered into the
preparation of drugs especially
mercury. A significant contribution
was made by Nagarjunainthisfield.

Nothing much is known about
the life and background of
Nagarjuna. Alberuni (1031A.D.)in
his work Indica mentions about a
person named Nagarjunaa native of
village near Samnath in modern
Gujarat. A century before him
Alberuni describes him as an expert
in Rasayana or Alchemy and the
author of RASARATNAKARA, a
famous and valuable treatise on
Alchemy. Various sources indicate
that Nagarjuna lived some time
between 8" and 10" century A.D.

Rasaratnakara deals with the
preparation and use of metallic
compounds more particularly of
mercury (Rasa). It describescertain
recipesinwhich vegetable or animal

Dr.K.P. Rajappan

products are used to transform other
metals into compounds which look
like gold. He is also known to have
revised and added afew new items
to Susruta Samhita and had given it
aform in which we have it now. A
few other works Kakshaputa Tantra,
Arogyamanjari Yogasaraand Yoga
satak are also said to have been
composed by him. Nevertheless
Rasaratnakara is considered to be
the most famous of his works. He
has also written a detailed text on
Metallurgy.

Among those who helped to
build up the scientific culture in
modern India, Acharya Praffulla
Ghose occupies a unique place. In
1902 he has published abook on the
history of Hindu Chemistry, which
has appeared in ancient Sanskrit
scientific literature. Inthiswork he
has mentioned about Nagarjunaand
his Rasaratnakara. Further, Ghose
addsthat Nagarjunawas aBuddhist
monk and qualifies that he was a
great chemist in ancient India.

Nagarjunawasan expert in many
fields. He was well versed in
Astrology, Lifesciences, Metallurgy,
Ayurveda etc. Besides he was a
medical practitioner, achemistand a
medical achemist. The Chinese have
recorded Nagarjuna's expertise in
eye diseases. “The 13" century

2008 gRIOOAI - HTValQo6nId

scholar Dhallanan who has written
a commentay for Susruta Samhita
has stated that Uttara Tantram has
been added to the Samhita by
Nagarjuna. Unfortunately hislifeand
contributions to the field of
Chemistry and Metallurgy are
spread over both in time and space
making it difficult to prepare a
complete biography.

Nagarjuna is considered as the
father of Indian Chemistry. In his
book Rasaratnakara he has given a
method to solidify mercury. Hewas
also the first person to prove its
medical applications. Hehasdevised
methods to purify mercury and
convert it into ashes for use as a
medicine.

There is a small place called
Nagarjunagonda in Guntur
District(Andhra). Itisbelieved that
the King at that time had
constructed a five-storied building
for the sanyasins and Nagarjuna
spent his last few years there.

Many of the chemical prepara
tions mentioned in Rasaratanakara
are dtill part of Ayurvedic PHAR
MOPOCIA. Unfortunately no
further work was done in later
centuries so that the much needed
improvements and advances were

not incorporated.
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BOX No. 372

Kshatriya girl 23 Yrs. (5.4.1985) Atham Star, 5'4". B.FA. Employed in an Advt.
firmin Bangalore . Parents settled in Bangalore. Only one sister (Married) Seeks
alliance from parents of suitably employed Kshatriya Youths. Box No. 372

@ 6ni3 &3 2 al
%3 m
(©anmAloll
03
2 ®) al

2008 RIOOAI - HMValQoaleNI@




BOX No. 363
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Kshatriya Youth 28 Yrs. (26-9-1980) Aswathy Star, 5', 8",
Fair, B.Sc. Bio-Tech. MBA,doing business in partnership.
Earning Rs. 30,000/- per month. Hails from well-to-do family.
Father: Member Secretary, Govt. of Kerala, Mother: University
professor. Seeks alliance from well to do families. Good looking,
qualified, Kshatriya/Menon/Nambiar girls of 22-24 age group
preferred. Box No. 363

BOX No. 361
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BOX No. 364

Kshatriya youth 38 yrs. (28.08.1970) Punartham Star, 161cm,
Diploma Course completed Insurance Agent. Parents of
Kshatriya/Samantha girls may please contact with Bio-data &
Horoscope to Phone No. 9995023216 Box No. 361
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Kshatriya boy 29 Yrs. (17-4-1979) Star Makam, 176 cm.
employed in Canada (Torronto) ina MNC. Parents settled in
Trivandrum. Qualifications MSc, MBA. Proposals invited from
parents of professionally qualified Kshatriya girl. Box No.
364
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BOX No. 362

A1 @3l 44 A ° (01.5.1964) alj@ISo MEH(Oo,
OO Mo, 165 CM, @RAJ AllaUdaNo |.T.C. MIMIMalg@El©d
MISIQ AJAUIMIW MM MO Be0lmE ErWl emoel
BMISRIMJ. SH(ONW, MIAM WIUGSBINS REHMISHESTD
mlmgo (Wan@el Madlo GRYELIAMG D GH6M]9|3606I883
(M3.Ph. 9446941653

@ &3 B ®3
nIg 03 m
2
(anmdlol

2)
el

®)
al

DMMGBlASBG - 1 AUGHo 2 )Mo (33(HRR

BOX No. 365

Kshatriya Youth 32 Yrs. (3-9-1976) Moolam Star, 5'5", MA,
BEd. Working as School Teacher in Chennai. Two sisters &
One brother, all are married and settled. Proposals with
bio-data & horoscope from parents of suitable Kshatriya girls
invited. Box No. 365
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BOX No. 366

Kshatriya Youth 30 Yrs. (22-4-1978) Chithira Star57' Ph.D
in Bio-Technology. Working as Research Scientist in a well
established Pharmaceutical Co.Proposals invited from
parents of suitably qualified and employed kshatriya girls.
Box No. 366
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BOX No. 369

Kshatriya girl 26 Yrs. (6-7-1982) Pooradom Star, 152 cms.
Wheatish Complexion, MIB/MBA working in Dubai. Matrimonial
alliance sought from parents of qualified and employed
Kshatriya Youths along with horoscope and biodata.
Box No. 369
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Sishtadasa - 5 Yrs, 7 months, 24 days
BOX No. 367
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BOX No. 370

Kshatriya girl 22 Yrs. (1-10-1986) Makam Star, 165 cms,
Fair Complexion B. Tech (Information Technology) Alliance
Sought from parents of Suitably qualified and employed
Kshatriya boys. Box No. 370
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BOX No. 371

BOX No. 368
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Single Copy Rs. 20/-
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